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New Hospital for Kingston  

   A Message from The Director By Stephen Bartolini 

I am staring at a calendar that 

assures me it is Spring, but 

staring out the window, I see 

snow coming down. I guess 

the good old  Canadian win-

ter does not want to relent 

this year. The real story is 

that when you are busy and 

you are engaged with your 

life and enjoying yourself, 

time just flies by and before 

you know, another season has 

come and gone. When I re-

flect on this I usually have 

mixed emotions. On one 

hand, I love meeting all the 

students at the beginning of 

the term because I get to 

know them as they progress 

through the program. Then, 

they are suddenly near the 

end and are set to graduate. 

While this cycle is really 

what drives us and why we 

are all here, it also marks the 

end of what I view as a very 

enjoyable time at the College. 

Meanwhile the College con-

tinues to develop. We had a 

very busy time in the past 

few months with year end 

issues and tax time. All the 

fun stuff! Well, we got all  

those tax receipts out and 

survived to tell about it. Now 

we donôt have to worry about 

it for another year. 

We are also busy preparing 

for a site visit at two of our 

locations for a program re-

view in our Personal Support 

Worker Program. The Na-

tional Association of Career 

Colleges sent out inspectors 

to ensure the level of quality 

will be guaranteed. While 

there was a lot of preparation 

required, the program coordi-

nator and the faculty involved 

were confident that the col-

lege would show well. I was 

interviewed, the coordinator, 

as well as the faculty and the 

students, were also involved. 

The students were surveyed 

without any staff present so 

they could comment freely.    

I am very pleased to report 

that the verdict was posi-

tive. 

Congratulations to Audrey 

DeCecco, the program co-

ordinator, all the instructors  

for a job well done. The 

inspectors commented on 

how impressed they were 

with the passion of our 

staff and the level of com-

mitment to the students that 

they saw throughout. My 

thanks also to the students  

who were very generous  in 

their comments. It invigo-

rates me when an inde-

pendent source comes in 

and sees what I see every 

day. The quality of our 

instructors and their pas-

sion and enthusiasm al-

ways impresses me, and 

makes me feel very lucky 

that they are part of KLC 

College. 

Those of you that are on 

internship now or nearing 

the end of your program I 

want to wish you every 

success that you dreamed 

about, and the good health 

to enjoy it. I will see you at 

graduation if not sooner. 

A new Health Care facility 

will replace both Providence 

Care Mental Health Services 

and St. Maryôs of the Lake. 

The new hospital will be 

called Providence Care Hos-

pital and will be built next to 

Lake Ontario Park. The 270-

bed facility will cost in the 

neighbourhood of $350-$400 

million. This new facility will  

consolidate all services 

which are offered by Provi-

dence Care. After a ten-year 

process, the groundbreaking 

which will take place in a 

year and a half seems to be 

happening quickly. The St. 

Maryôs of the Lake building 

which belongs to the Sisters 

of Providence will be left 

vacant.  

The old Mental Health 

Services facility on King 

Street will be demolished 

in phases to maintain 

proper patient care and a 

smooth transition. The 

new facility will provide 

state-of-the-art patient 

facilities in a state-of the-

art working environment 

for the staff.  
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A KLC  Quote ñUnquote  

 

And in the end itôs not the years in your life that count. Itôs the life in your years.  

By Abraham Lincoln 

My Journey to KLC College 
 

ñItôs like sitting in class with your family.ò  - Kayla Cassell 
 

    Like many people, I had no idea what I 

wanted to do when I grew up. But time 

flies, and growing up was happening fast. 

A few years ago, I applied for a job with 

Lanark Community Programs (LCP) in 

Carleton Place, ON. For anyone who does 

not know about LCP, they are a non-profit 

organization that works with disabled chil-

dren, youth and adults. They also have a 

wide range of other things they do. My 

first camp was a March Break youth camp 

in Smiths Falls. The camp had special 

needs children and children that came from 

low income families. The Director of the 

camp was Tiffany Broadbent. 

    That was the first time I met Tiffany. 

She was great with the kids and while di-

recting the camp she was also attending 

KLC College, taking the EA Program. 

During this time, I was not old enough to 

attend college because I was only 17, so I 

wasn`t really interested then. Later on I got 

more and more work from LCP. I started to 

work and help out at a place called the 

Respite Home. Tiffany happened to get a 

job there as a house parent, working one 

week on and one week off switching every 

Wednesday with another set of house par-

ents. After seeing how much she loved her 

job, I knew it was something I wanted to 

do. So one day I asked her how she got the 

job (working 7 days a week straight is a 

big commitment). She said she first took a 

program at a college called the Kingston 

Learning Centre, but now it is known as 

KLC College. She gave me details on the 

EA and CYW course, and she said she 

loved it and recommended that I fill out an 

application. So one day after work, I filled 

out an application online. Within 2 days 

KLC had called me. I made an appoint-

ment and I began the course in October. 

On my first day, I walked into class feel-

ing confident that I would do well in the 

course, only because I had so much 

background experience already with my 

prior summer jobs. I was a bit nervous 

the first day but after seeing that the 

classes were small, I knew it wouldnôt be 

long before I would be warming up to 

my fellow classmates. After the first 

week everyone was very comfortable 

with each other. The teachers and the 

College staff were excellent. It is a huge 

advantage having such small classes, 

because it is easier to focus and everyone 

is getting that 1-1 attention from the 

teachers. At KLC College, you are never 

afraid to say anything, even if what 

youôre saying might be wrong. Itôs like 

sitting in class with your family. Every-

one is relaxed and we are all there for the 

same reasons; to graduate with a career. 

So far, I have done very well and have 

learned a lot. I have used everything I 

have learned and take it to work with 

me. Before I started school, and even 

while Iôm attending I worked a Before 

and After School Program, Autism Sat-

urday programs, 48 hour respite housing 

in Perth and in Smiths Falls, a fulltime 

Autism summer camp and I do family 

relief with children and youth. I have 

been very lucky to have all of these ex-

periences. Itôs clear why I chose the 

EA\CYW course. 

During the month of January and Febru-

ary, we all went out to do our first place-

ments. My first placement was at Chimo 

Public School in Smiths Falls. I was 

placed in a grade 5 class. This class had 

31 students in it. On the first day I was 

extremely nervous, not only because I 

was about to meet new people, but  

because it had been a long time since I was in 

elementary school, and times have changed 

since then. But learning all the skills and 

tools I took with me from KLC made me feel 

comfortable. Something that I am very proud  

of, is that I learned all 31 student's names in 

one day. That made them all feel special and 

they warmed up to me right away. It was 

very rewarding at the end of each day to 

teach a student a skill and then watch them 

use it. I especially enjoyed teaching the 

struggling readers to read. I really enjoyed 

being included like a staff member, but it was 

hard for me to get use to being called Miss 

Cassell.  

When I graduate from KLC College, I would 

like to get a job as a CYW in either a school 

or work in group homes. I hope more people 

choose KLC College and have all the success 

that I have had so far. I am looking forward 

to next year to see what new skills I will 

learn and can take with me into my future 

jobs. I thank Tiffany Broadbent for recom-

mending the college to me. I can't see myself 

anywhere else. KLC College has given me 

opportunities I never thought I would have. 



    A Field Trip to the Museum of Healthcare 

Stephanie Olner brought Michael to 

school  on March 3. Michael was 

born on February 5th, 2011 and 
was 8lbs. 3 oz. He has certainly 

grown since then. Check out the 
next newsletter for another picture 

of a bigger Michael. Stephanie was 
only off school for  four days after 

Michael was born. Her classmates 

were in awe of this achievement 
and dedication. He is a great baby. 

He doesnôt attend KLC very often 
but when he does everyone gets 

an opportunity to play with Michael 

during class. One day, he even sat 
on the Samanthaôs (Dental Instruc-

tor) lap while his mom was at the 
white board working out a solution. 

He can sometimes  be seen around 
the campus fast asleep on some-

oneôs lap. But you will have to look carefully because he is a quiet baby. Congratulations to Stephanie on this new 

addition to her family.  

Standing from left to right - Kate Bridgen, Courtenay McKim, Chezlynn Cooper, 

Aleks Gasiorowski, Katrina Cloutier 

Kneeling from left to right - Holly Timmons, Jill Dixon, Sandy Abarca, Alayna 

Todd, Krissy Gowdy, Jessica Wilson, Liz Dixon 

Sitting - Erica Caccamo 
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On March 3rd, the fulltime PSW students 

had an impromptu visit to the Museum of 

Healthcare in Kingston, located at 32 

George Street, right beside KGH. The 

Museum is located in the Ann Baillie 

Building National Historic Site, a former 

residence for student nurses built in 

1904. It strives to preserve the material 

history of our medical and healthcare 

past with the goal of enhancing the un-

derstanding of the history of health and 

health care. The self guided tour fol-

lowed several exhibits related to many 

forms of our health care, with the educa-

tion of nurses at K. G. H. and a look into 

the dorm rooms in which they lived. We 

saw the development of  electricity and x

-rays used in medicine. There was also a 

vast collection of potions, pills and vari-

ous other forms of  "remedies". Fascinat-

ing, educational and definitely worth the 

trip!                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

Congratulations  



ñApparently, my husband can turn on the 

stove,ò Christine Rudder discovered when 

she went back to school after a 23-year 

hiatus. ñAnd my children will survive if 

one or two meals arenôt made from 

scratch. If I can only get them to turn it on 

when I ask them to put some clothes in 

the washing machine!ò 

 

People who re-enter the education arena 

discover all sorts of hurdles and joys 

when they start on a new career path. For 

Christine, who is at the Whitby campus in 

the Education Assistant course, it was 

learning to put herself, if not first, at least 

on an equal footing with her husband and 

children. 
 

The same is true for classmate Liz Flem-

ing. She has wanted to return to school for 

five years . 
 

ñI had to make a very important decision 

about my life and I thought this was 

something I really wanted to do. So I had 

to put everything on the back burner, in-

cluding my kids and concentrate on this 

program,ò Liz stated. 

Presentations of Autism Spectrum Disorder  Barbara Patrick  

Transitions  -  From My Life to Student Life 

There are many accomplished and great 

teachers on the staff of KLC College. 

Barbara Patrick is an example of this. 

With a B. Sc. and a M.Ed. both from 

McGill University, Barbaraôs career was 

spent in both elementary and secondary 

schools as a regular classroom teacher 

and also a Special Education Resource 

teacher. During that time she grew to 

understand special needs students and 

amassed extensive experience helping 

these students gain independence.  

But it seems retirement was not an op-

tion for Barbara. All she has learned 

over the past 40 years is being put to 

good use at the KLC College Smiths 

Fallsô campus. Barbara has been teach-

ing the Special Education component of 

the Education Assistant course for six 

years now. 
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Barbaraôs community work and interests 

encompass her skills as a teacher.  From 

2009 to date, Barbara has been Chair of the 

Board of Directors of Child and Youth well-

ness Centre. She also has attended confer-

ences and workshops concerning Autism: 

Geneva Centre for Autism in 2008 and 2010 

as well as the Autism Today, 2010 confer-

ence. 

She will be giving two, three-day presen-

tations on Autism Spectrum Disorder at 

the KLC campuses in Richmond Hill and 

Whitby in May 2011. 

 

Topics will include: 

 

An historical perspective of Autism  

The ñspectrumò of Autism 

Sensory Processing Disorder 

Teaching theories and strategies 

Social Skills problems, communica-

tion needs and behavior management 

Gems of wisdom from Temple 

Grandin and Tony Attwood 

 

Students at both of these campuses are 

looking forward to Barbara sharing her 

experiences and knowledge. 

Finding a balance in life can be challeng-

ing. 
 

ñNot being so available to do all the extra 

stuff with my kids  and socializing  with 

friends,ò Liz feels are the most difficult 

changes for her. 

 

Christine agrees. 

 

ñFinding the balance in my life today has 

been the most difficult. Going back to 

school is one of the few things I have done 

for myself in the past ten years and I have 

been committed to doing my best,ò she 

shared. ñThere are days when I want to 

read more, learn more, but the house is a 

mess, the children need help with home-

work or a ride to soccer practice or dance 

class,ò she went on to say. ñThe commit-

ment to home and family never changes. 

The commitment to me is new.ò 

 

But from adversity comes a little joy. 

 

ñIt has been quite a challenge so far but we 

have excellent instructors who try to make 

it easy for us. Being in school again 

brought back a lot of memories and going   

back to school as an adult is so much eas-

ier because you know you have to pass. 

Having said that, there is no room for 

mistakes,ò Liz Fleming wrote. 

 

Christine added, ñOn the first day of class 

you walk into a room of strangers é  

instructors and students, hoping for the 

best, not knowing what to expect. The 

instructors bring a wealth of experience to 

the material while the diversity of the 

students adds to every discussion. Learn-

ing with them and about them has been 

the most fun. I have acquired new friends 

that I probably wouldnôt have met. With 

the finish line in sight, seeing my class-

mates get through the program has been 

as important to me as getting there my-

self. I would never have thought that 

these people would become so important 

to me.ò 

 

ñThe most fun has been starting a new 

challenge in life and succeeding!ò Talje 

Zararias finished. 

From the Whitby campus  
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Heather and Jillian 

Jillian and Amanda 

Stephanie 

  

 

 

 

 

Heather and 

Jillian Harrison  

Becky Meeks 

Jillian  

Amanda Maloney and Stephanie Olner 

A Day Spent in the Dental Lab  

Heather 

Welch 



From a Graduate    Whitby Campus 
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Richard Medora has donated something very special to KLC College. Richardôs father gradu-

ated McGill University in 1948. He moved to Saskatchewan where he worked as a childrenôs 

dentist. Richard has donated his fatherôs dentistry bag equipped with all of the tools of his 

trade. You can see the comparison between these and the ones in your Dentistôs office. 
 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you identify any of these Dental instruments? 

A Gift to KLC College 

I am Muhammad Saeed, a student of Kingston Learning during the year 2009-2010 and I have successfully completed the Educational As-

sistant Diploma. Presently, I am working as an Educational Assistant at Durham Catholic District School Board. 

I would like to thank and extend my sincere gratitude to my instructors Allan Ashby, Judy MacLeod and Norman Rudd, site supervisor, at 

Kingston Learning Center, Whitby Campus. Their expertise, guidance, support and encouragement throughout the year made this course suc-

cessful. Without their commitment and help this would have not been possible. I hope to return their investment in me by applying my newly 

gained knowledge from them in the workplace. 

After the completion of this program at The Kingston Learning Center under highly experienced, dedicated and hardworking instructors, I 

would say, ò Education is not preparation for life, it is itself lifeó. 

Muhammad Saeed 

Student 2009-2010 Class 

Kingston Learning Center 

Whitby Campus 

 

Richard Medora giving the 
Dental equipment to KLC 

Collegeôs representative Sam 

Edwards 

 

The donated bag and all the equipment. 



OSAP Repayment Tips 
As an OSAP borrower, your obligations are clear. In order to keep your loan in good standing, you have to be aware of and un-

derstand the terms and conditions of your loan. 

During your time as a student, the interest on your loan is paid for you by the governments of Ontario and /or Canada. But, as 

soon as you graduate or stop being a student, the interest begins accruing.  You must repay your loan no matter what your circum-

stances. 

You do have a six month grace period though. Repayment does not start the day after you leave school.  Interest is suspended for 

this grace period. Pay close attention to it. Grace periods are day-sensitive. If your last day of school was February 4, 2011, your 

grace period begins on February 5 and repayment would begin  August  5, 2011. In the next newsletter we will talk more about  

repayment. 

  KLC College News 
KLC College has been in the news often in the last two years. Just look at the wall in the office to see examples of it.  

Check out this news report which appeared on March 28, 2011. 

 

http://studymagazine.com/2011/03/28/kingston-learning-centre-becomes-klc-college/ 
 

Or, go to this site and scroll down until you see the number five in the red box in the right-hand corner . 

 

http://www.thewhig.com/media/sections/focusoneducation.pdf 

 

You will have to copy these URLs and paste them in the top search box of the Internet page for direct access to these pieces. 

Do a web search using these sites and find yourself a great job close to home. 
 

www.jobbank.hrdc-drhc.gc.ca/            www.workopolis.com/Kingston               www.monster.ca 
 

JOB   SEARCH   TIPS  
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From a Graduate   Richmond Hill Campus  

    ñAfter twenty years of working with my 
husband in the picture framing business, 
I decided it was time for a change. I 
wanted a new career where I would be 
able to do something I loved; something 
for myself.ò 
    It was a happy coincidence that at the 
same time Fatemeh Meshari was search-
ing for a new career, an advertisement 
appeared for KLC Collegeôs course on 
becoming an Education Assistant. 
    ñSo I called them, and I talked to Mar-
tha Danziger. I decided to register. The 
reason I did that was I love working with 
children,ò Fatemeh told me on the phone.    
    The first day of class brought jitters to 
her stomach as most first day students 
experience. But it was even more so for 
her. 
    ñAfter 20 years of doing something 
different, that was so scary. I thought 
maybe I couldn't do it because English is 
my second language,ò she continued. 
    But the jitters were soon gone. 
 

    ñI started in October because the Rich-
mond Hill campus was new. But, having  
a good teacher like Sue, like Wendy and 
Al, I was so comfy. I learned so much 
while I was a student at KLC College.ò 
    Her nervousness disappeared and she 
became friends with her new classmates.  
    Fatemehôs first elementary placement 
was like going home. 
    ñI was already working as a lunch su-
pervisor for two years before I registered 
at KLC College. So I had the experience. 
I went to the same school at which I was 
a lunch supervisor. Then, for my high 
school placement, I went to my daugh-
ter's high school. So I made friends with 
teachers and actually one of the 
teacherôs was one of my references. It 
was good. It was very useful for me.ò 
     ñI am so happy, and I recommend 
KLC college to everybody. Actually, I 
recommended it to one of my friends and 
she's in the Education Assistant course 
at KLC College right now.ò     
 

ñAttending a college where you learn so much 
about working with children and you get ex-
perience, is so useful. You know, especially 
right now. Before when you had a little bit of 
experience with children, you could apply for 
an EA position. In the York region, that hap-
pened to one of my friends. They hired her 
immediately. But right now, they prefer some-
body with more experience and more knowl-
edge.ò 
   ñWhich is a good thing... I think in order to 
do your job perfectly, you need to know what 
you are doing.ò 
    ñI'm so happy that I registered at KLC col-
lege. After that I can say my life has been 
changed. I am so, so happy. It is the job I love 
- working with children with special needs.ò 
    ñI found a job right away. Before our class 
finished, before we were even finished our 
course, I applied at the York Region Board. 
They hired me right away and I started work-
ing at the end of September. It was one of the 
best things I did in my life. And I am working 
every day. I am working as a supply right now 
but I have a job every day.ò 

http://studymagazine.com/2011/03/28/kingston-learning-centre-becomes-klc-college/
http://www.thewhig.com/media/sections/focusoneducation.pdf


Renovations -  Before and After 

Fig. 4A: Downstairs hall with CYW on the 

left and OBA on the right. 
Fig. 4B: The back hall with new paint and 

a new floor. 

Before After 

Figure 1A: A door being cut between the 

two buildings 

Fig. 1B : The new door 

Fig. 2A: A bare wall on the way 

down to the Pharmacy lab. 

Fig. 2B : And now, a great piece of art 

painted by Danica Loncar. 

Fig. 3A: Waiting for our new sign. 

Fig. 3B: A Welcoming office 


